Minutes of the Tysoe Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 12th May at 7.15pm
Present:
Cllrs Sewell

Allen 


Forrester
Locke

Paxton
Sinclair
Smith
In attendance:

DC Roache 
Apologies:

CC Seccombe
Public 


6
Minutes from the meetings held on the 7th April and Annual Parish Meeting were agreed and signed.
	Declaration of interest – Cllrs Paxton & Sinclair declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Rent Review
Actions from previous minutes
Cllr Forrester asked that the note that he had circulated be dealt with first.  The numbers of items that get carried forward from meeting to meeting are creating longer meetings and higher workloads. Cllr Forrester was proposing that the Parish Council should agree to everything under their control within two months. This could be achieved by discussing month one and if there are budget implications agree these month two and then deal with it as soon as possible.  The other proposal was to delegate as much as possible with the councillor responsible only coming back if there is an issue or to confirm resolved.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would work on this basis in future and agree a completion date that would be added to the minutes.  The item will only be put back onto the agenda on the agreed completion date.   
Rent review – The Clerk confirmed that Sheldon Bosley were drawing up heads of terms 
Flooding Smarts/Badgers Lane – Badgers Lane work has been completed.  Would like an email to go from the Parish Council to Nigel Chetwynd to thank him for undertaking the work and compliment the team on the standard of workmanship.   
No update on Smarts Lane.   Cllr Paxton stated that he was not certain that anything further needs doing as there is now no standing water. CC Seccombe to check.
Curb Stones – Cllr Locke stated that difficulty getting hold of Mr Morris and CC Seccombe has chased this up but so far received no response.
Post and Chain Link fence – Cllr Allen circulated a photograph of some posts but the costs of doing this for 43 posts would be £2700.   Need to check how close to the highway the posts can be.   Before this could be considered further it was agreed that it should be established from a legal perspective how close to the road the posts can go and how will the posts have to be put in the ground as they could interfere with underground services.
Agreed that this work could not be undertaken this year because of the costs.  Review over the summer and consider when we budget for next year.  Some discussion about number of posts required.   Some councillors felt a less number would achieve a satisfactory result
Bench in the village – Have received a quote for £350 to do the two new benches and the one in Windmill Way.  Not included the benches by the playing field, or the one under the tree in the centre of the village.   All Councillors agreed to do 2 out of the 3 benches.
Notice board – Top part has been repaired but bottom part in a poor state and will not last much longer.   Cllr Locke will get a quote for the next meeting
Grit bins – Filled and the cheque for the damaged bin has been received and so the Clerk was asked for the damaged bin to be replaced.
Clearing away of road work signs – All done
Sports Field Track Repair – all work now completed.   The Parish Council wanted to extend their thanks to Jonathan Allen who undertook most of the work
Larger notices for dog fouling – Notices have now been displayed
Reducing Workloads – As a follow-up to the earlier item, Cllr Sewell noted that many Councillors and the clerk are working exceedingly hard because of the very heavy workload that is coming our way at present. The Parish Council expressed concern as to how long this will continue 
Fencing at Policeman’s Tree – It was agreed that this was not part of the Tysoe Parish and this item has now been reported to Warwickshire County Council.  It will therefore not be carried forward.  
Wall by Church – The boundary wall was originally the end wall of a row of cottages.  When the land was originally purchased by the developer it belonged to them.  The wall separates Peppercorn from Parish land.   As property has been transferred it is not clear who the boundary belongs to.  The one thing that is certain is that the wall is unsafe and at present the footpath has been closed.   Think it needs to be dealt with sooner rather than later.  
Have another conversation with the home owner about this.  The Clerk to obtain a map showing the boundary wall. Undertake a search of the land registry to see who owns the boundary wall.
Pot Holes – filled in quite a few but more have appeared.   Undertaken the resurfacing on Sun Rising but they did not repair the pot holes on the hill.
	Action/Date
All councillors/Clerk
Clerk
CC Seccombe

Cllr Allen
Cllr Locke 
Cllr Locke

Clerk 
Cllr Locke/Clerk

	New Matters
Trees – Peter Lewis made safe the ash tree by the pavilion and reported back that it would need felling due to the ash fungus disease.  Cllr. Sinclair obtained three quotes for this work to be carried out.  It was agreed by all Councillorss. To go with Mr Hutsby’s quote to fell the ash tree.
Cllrs Forrester’s Resignation – Cllr Sewell reported that Cllr Forrester had been asked to stay on as a parish councillor until November as this is a very expensive year in terms of planning and carrying the cost of an election therefore would be unwelcome especially as next year there will be normal elections.   Cllr Forrester has agreed to stay on but with a reduced workload.
 
	Cllr Sinclair

	Neighbourhood Plan – 
Update from Chris Butchart.   A lot of work regarding the organisations that we need to consult with has been undertaken.   The Neighbourhood Planning Group will hold another meeting with businesses, land owners etc and probably have one to one meetings with the very large land owners, like Compton Estates, Upton House.  They are also making progress regarding pulling together a survey.   Street Champions being updated on the importance of the role.

Terms of Reference – these have been circulated and there are a few changes to be made and Cllr Collier will re-circulate these.
Insurance – The Parish Council’s insurance can cover the work undertaken by the Neighbourhood Planning Group provided that: 

1. The minutes of the meetings form part of and are incorporated into the minutes of the Parish Council

2. Meetings of the committee are open to the public in the same way as the Parish Council Meetings

3. Any accounts of the Committee form part of the accounts of the Parish Council and are subject to the Council’s audit

Agreed that monthly meetings will be held in public.  Days and dates to be agreed.

	Cllr Collier

Cllr Collier/
Neighbourhood Group

	Planning Applications
13/03340/FUL – Land adjoining Church Farm Court, Appeal hearing 22/05/14.   
13/02515/OUT – Land South of Oxhill Road, Tysoe Appeal no date yet confirmed. Believed this will take place in September at Ettington Village Hall.
Cllr Sewell stated that various discussions had taken place regarding the Rule 6 application.   Concerns over the amount of work required to lead a Rule 6 agreement. This would require a lot of time and unless one has unequivocal agreement by all the parties this would be very difficult to undertake.

Cllr Sewell said that he believed we have three options: try to have a coalition of the various parties.  However, think this would only work if this was driven by a Parish Councillor.  Second option is that we step back and put our weight behind Stratford District Council in the usual way.  The final option would be for the Parish Council to apply for rule 6 regardless of what anyone else does but I Cllr Sewell would strongly counsel against this.  
Cllr Paxton asked what it would mean to put our weight behind Stratford District Council.  Cllr Sewell responded that this would mean attending and speaking at the appeal and making use of any knowledge that we have.  Cllr Forrester stated that if, as a village, we are in any sense divided and not united a developer will spot this and drive a coach and horses through this.   Cllr Forrester queried whether the difficulties arising from a coalition approach referred to by Cllr Sewell were due to personalities or to matters of substance regarding Tysoe’s approach to the Rule 6 campaign? Cllr Sewell replied it was largely personalities but did not want to get into details.   
DC Roache said that there is an advantage to having a rule 6 group you can sit at the table and participate.   However, if there are any things that the Inspector deems to be unreasonable costs can be awarded against you.

The other downside is that whilst you can cross exam you can also be cross examined.
Cllr Collier said that if any residents wanted to go for Rule 6 there is nothing stopping them from doing that but think that the Parish Council should liaise with Stratford District Council about this.  It was agreed that Cllr Collier would speak with Stratford District Council about this appeal.
Cllr Paxton made the point that by the time that the appeal is heard the make up of the councillors will be different due to elections.  Felt that this should not impact on the appeal as it will be the Ward member and the Parish Council.

Stratford District Council will have two independent people working on the appeal on their behalf.

Members of the public were invited to comment.

How much will it cost to do a Rule 6?   Cannot quantify this but expert opinion would need to be sought.

Member of the public said that he had spoken to the council recently and would be very happy to help but if this does not go ahead they would completely understand.

14/00208/FUL – Land at Back Lane, Tysoe – permission granted

The following 3 planning applications will be at planning committee on Wednesday 14th May at 6.00pm in Kineton.
The reasons that the officers are giving for either granting or refusing permission are very conflicting as in some instances it states that the street scene will be impacted and yet in others it will not. When clearly all street scenes would be changed. 

13/03340/FUL Land adjoining Church Farm Court.  A script has been supplied by John Hunter which Cllr Sewell will deliver on the 14th.  The Parish Council wanted to extend thanks to John Hunter for producing an excellent document. 

14/00475/FUL The Orchards, Design wrong, entrance on a dangerous bend and the density is wrong.  Member of the public is going to speak and went over the issues that they were going to raise.   The finished heights have not been mentioned in any of the reports.  There must be a conservation officer report before the meeting or DC Roache will ask for this to be withdrawn.

Cllr Forrester said that he had received a telephone call from an elderly resident who is very concerned about this and the fact that they had  come to terms with the 4 dormer bungalows but was exceedingly upset about the 6.
14/00446/FUL New House Farm, Sandpits Lane Tysoe – Had a conversation with the developer.   Understand that this is in the conservation area but the developer has listened to what the Parish Council had to say and the development put forward is very sympathetic to the setting.
Member of the public mentioned that on a Neighbourhood Plan you can go a step further where the Parish Council would agree all planning applications in future and Stratford District Council would not make the decisions.


	Cllr Collier

DC Roache

	Receive & Consider any correspondence –
One letter received from a member of the public confirming support for the Lane End application in Lower Tysoe and complaining about an unpleasant letter of objection. Cllr Sewell read this out in full.

All Cllrs felt that the letter was excellent and the fact that the letter had been received after the deadline should not mean that the planning officer will not consider the points raised.   DC Roache confirmed that she would make sure the officer was aware of this letter.
	DC Roache

	Financial Administration

The following payments were proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Sinclair
Npower Lighting supply                                                           £410.18
Paul Pitts                                                                                   £104.00

Thomas Fox, cutting verges and greens                                   £585.60
J Millward Printer Ink                                                                  £7.99
MFM Services                                                                          £248.00
Aon Annual Insurance premium                                               £687.60

Red Horse Vale Tysoe playing field driveway                           £78.00

Internal Audit – The audit had been undertaken and Councillors had been circulated with the figures.  They had no questions.   The Clerk will now prepare the external audit for sign off at the June meeting

	Clerk

	Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda
Cllr Smith wanted to ask DC Roache about a planning application for Rose Farm, Upper Tysoe which was granted years ago but nothing ever happened.   Recently it has been reported that there has been activity in the field?  DC Roache was not aware of anything happening but would see if she could find out any information from Stratford District Council
Cllr Locke asked for agreement to purchase 5 Gallons of creosote to paint the railings around the field?   This was granted.

Sign removed from the lane by the school.   Do they plan to take the posts away and repair village green?   DC Roache stated that these would both be done and the matter of parking in the lane would be raised again.
	DC Roache
Cllr Locke
DC Roache

	Public Participation
Stratford Herald – Leys Field, Oxhill – developer advertising a consultation meeting over the development for a number of houses.
Closure of the meeting to the Public and press 
Next ordinary meeting will be held on Monday 2nd June 2014.   Please send any agenda items to the Clerk by Friday 23rd May 2014
Meeting Closed at 20.45  
Cllr Sewell will be on holiday and so Cllr Allen will deputise.  Cllr Paxton also gave his apologies
	

	Personnel Matters

The payment of the Clerk’s wages for April 2014 and the HMRC payment were agreed.  Salary should be reviewed annually in April and if this is not done when it is undertaken it should be backdated.
	


