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WILDLIFE AND TECHNOLOGY 

The diversity and biology of wildlife has been studied and  

documented for well over 300 years. For example, Gilbert White’s 

‘The Natural History of Selborne’ was first published in 1798.  At 

this time, the light microscope had been invented, but the camera, 

as we know it, was still to come.  Nowadays we use a range of 

technology to identify and track wild species and one recent local 

example has been the use of bat detectors to follow bats in St 

Mary’s Churchyard to determine whether and where they enter 

and leave the church.  Bats hunt for insects at night, using a high 

frequency system called echolocation. Their calls are usually too 

high pitched for us to hear but they can be heard using a bat  

detector and individual species emit calls with specific characteris-

tics. On a larger scale, the migration patterns of birds can be  

followed by attaching lightweight electronic transmitters to them 

and tracing the signals. Nowadays solar-powered transmitters are 

attached to individual birds and signals are beamed back via  

satellites allowing a bird’s journey to be followed in detail.   Finally, 

our native bluebells are often associated with ancient wood-

land and are protected by law. Another species, the Spanish blue-

bell, has been introduced to the British Isles and crosses with our 

native bluebell to produce fertile offspring which show a range of 

variation between the two parent species.  Thus, even some blue-

bells which look like natives may be hybrids.  Over time, the integ-

rity of our native bluebells could be lost as hybridisation occurs 

more widely and Spanish bluebells might eventually ‘out-compete’ 

our natives.  Recently there has 

been interest in using new molecular 

(DNA bar-coding) techniques to as-

sess the extent of hybridisation,  

because it is so difficult to do this 

based solely on the physical appear-

ance of the flowers. 

    Rosemary Collier 

https://www.bats.org.uk/about-bats/flight-food-and-echolocation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_woodland
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We are restarting after a difficult year, so if you would like to support 

our Christian charity TWAM we collect all types of tools, sewing ma-

chines, computers etc. and refurbish them and put them into “Trade 

Kits” e.g. Taylor, Carpenter, Car Mechanic and many more. We ship 

them out mainly to Africa and, with our partners, run six-month  

training courses for deserving individuals. On completion they  

receive their trade kit and return to their village/town and start their 

self-employed business.  

More details at www.twam.uk.      

If you have unwanted tools, please 

contact me on 07748 324934.  

           Jim Saxton    

 TWAM tool collector in Oxhill 

TWAM - TOOLS WITH A MISSION 

The verges and St Mary’s Churchyard have now been mown follow-

ing ‘No Mow May’ and attention is focused on a small number of 

‘wildlife’ areas – School Lane, Baldwin’s Lane, close to Herbert’s 

Farm and in Badger’s Lane, together with the slightly wider  

unmown margins on the north side of the playing field.  Some of the 

areas have been sown with plenty of wildflower seed, so we are 

waiting to see what appears.  The Yellow Rattle in the wildflower  

areas in St Mary’s Churchyard has really taken off and some has 

also established in School Lane.  There have been some great 

‘sightings’ in the last few weeks including a large Grass Snake and 

several species of Hawk Moth in Lower Tysoe, at least one more 

species of bat in the churchyard (Soprano Pipistrelle) and a  

Christmas Butterfly near Back Lane, believed to have escaped from 

Stratford Butterfly Farm!                Rosemary Collier 

MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE 
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TECHNOLOGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

Tyndall originated the idea of climate change being related to CO2 

levels in 1861. It had to wait until the advent of computers to enable 

Plass (funded by the US Navy) and others to model the CO2 theory 

of climate change in the 1950s, roughly about the same time as it 

took for a new-fangled idea of mains water to arrive in Tysoe!  

So, can we wait 100 years before really tackling our consumption of 

greenhouses gasses? Ideas for restoring the equilibrium of green-

house gases in the atmosphere may have been identified, but it’s 

probably better not to wait. Without resorting to outright bans,  

remediating our consumption takes time. The last 18 months has 

demonstrated we have more time than we thought. So, in the Monty 

Don tradition, here are some things you can do right now to help. 

Crisp packet recycling: In the UK we consume 6bn crisp packets a 

year (The Guardian, 2018). That’s more than the rest of Europe put 

together. The interior is typically a ‘metallised plastic film’. You can 

recycle these. You can take them to the Body Shop in Stratford or 

Ettington School – there is a bin just inside the school gate. If you 

have a bit more time cut them open, wash off the grease and dry 

them and take them to the bin in Brailes (next door to the newly built 

Nook Cottage) – more details at the www.crisppacketproject.com. 

Water usage: The water industry is one of our biggest energy users. 

Its profligate to use our high-quality tap water to spray on lawns or 

flush effluent down the toilet. A significant proportion of our rainwater 

ends up at the sewage treatment works, thanks to our legacy water 

drainage network. So why not install a water butt on each of your 

down-pipes? Whilst waiting for the water to run hot, collect it in a jug 

and use it for watering as well. Oh, and mellow is yellow – don’t flush 

(even the small button) the loo every time you have a wee! 

Energy consumption: Just common sense really: turn off all those 

devices on standby and if you make a hot drink don’t boil more water 

than you need. 

So, don’t wait for the technological change to arrive and save us from 

ravages of climate change, use some of the time you have saved by 

not having to fill your pail at the village wells! 

              Mike Sanderson 

          

 
 

 

          


